NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADMINISTRATIVE MEMORANDUM #803

ISSUED: SEPTEMBER, 2013
TO:




Nebraska Department of Education Staff

FROM:



Scott Swisher, Deputy Commissioner of Education
SUBJECT:


SENSITIVE ISSUES PROCEDURES

FOR ASSISTANCE:
Contact the Deputy Commissioner’s office at 471-5024
PURPOSE:
Provide a procedure for approval by the Department’s leadership for involvement in sensitive or potentially controversial issues, including workshops, conference materials, mailings, etc.
1.
It is the responsibility of each Leadership Council member (LCM) or designee to establish procedures for approving workshops, publications, or other products for which Department staff or the Department has a role or responsibility.

2.
In those areas where the subject matter may be sensitive, formal approval of the Deputy Commissioner is required. The Deputy Commissioner is responsible for seeking the advice of and/or notifying the Commissioner of the Department’s involvement in such activities.

3.
Sensitive issues include but are not limited to matters of religions, sexuality, and death and dying. Other matters may be identified as sensitive by the State Board, the Commissioner, or the Deputy Commissioner. LCM’s or designees are encouraged to report or to seek approval from the Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner for activities about which the LCM or designee is uncertain of their potentially sensitive nature.

4.
The Commissioner will notify the State Board of Education of the Department’s involvement with activities in these areas. Depending on the subject area, the Commissioner may elect to seek prior approval of the State Board of Education.

